United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/997,477 


11/20/2001 


Leigh M. Rothschild 


1.082.01 


4911 



1218 7590 

CASELLA & HESPOS 
274 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NY 10016 



EXAMINER 



LEE, PHILIP C 



PAPER NUMBER 



2448 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



04/27/2009 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\Jlli\sXi nlsliyjii Otf/ff/ffcfr y 


Application No. 

09/997,477 


Applicant(s) 

ROTHSCHILD, LEIGH M. 


Examiner 

PHILIP C. LEE 


Art Unit 

2448 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 7 December 2008 . 
2a )£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) \Z\ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-49 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 37-42 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-36 and 43-49 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) \Z\ Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IZI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) l~l Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090425 



Application/Control Number: 09/997,477 
Art Unit: 2448 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment and remarks filed on December 17, 2008. 

2. Claims 1-36 and 43-49 are presented for examination and claims 37-42 are withdrawn 
from consideration. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

4. Claims 1-12 and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lord, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0002849 (hereinafter Lord) in view of Holm, 
U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0070181 (hereinafter Holm), and further in view of 
"Official Notice". 

5. Lord and Holm were cited in the previous office action. 

6. As per claim 1, Lord teaches the invention substantially as claimed comprising: 

at least two media storage mediums, each of said storage mediums at least containing a 
substantially identical copy of a particular media selection ([0007]) (memories of PVRs 
containing common program); 
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at least two media players structured to selectively deliver said media selection to a user 
from a corresponding one of said storage mediums ([0007])(PVRs delivers the media to 
users from the memories); 

each of said media player including a control assembly structured to selectively control 
and regulate delivery of said media selection to the user ([0019]); 
at least one of said media players being selectively designatable as a slave unit ([0031]); 
a master control assembly operatively associated with said media players ([0022]); 

a connectivity assembly structured to establish a communicative link at least between 
said slave unit and said master control assembly ([0020]; 18, fig. 2); 
said master control assembly structured to receive synchronization data of said media 
selection from each of said media players at commencement of delivery of said media 
selection, said synchronization data including a title and location designator associated 
with said media selection ([0031] and [0046]) (PVR sent out status message after every 
command is received, wherein the status message is received by the PVR that sent out the 
command); and 

said master control assembly structured to receive from each of the said media players 
further synchronization data and to simultaneously and uniformly control said delivery of 
said media selection by said media players (PVR that sent out the command structured to 
send command (e.g., rewind, fast forward) to control the output of PVRs of synchronize 
program (i.e., simultaneously control and uniformly output)) ([0031]). 
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7. Although Lord does not specifically teach said master control assembly structured to 
simultaneously and uniformly control said delivery of said media selection by said media players 
based on said received synchronization data, however, Lord teaches said master control assembly 
structured to simultaneously and uniformly control said delivery of said media selection by said 
media players and to receive said synchronization data ([003 1]). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made to include said master 
control assembly structured to simultaneously and uniformly control said delivery of said media 
selection by said media players based on said received synchronization data because by doing so 
it would ensure that the master media player and other media player stay in synchronization (i.e., 
master control assembly sends command such as fast forward after receiving status message such 
as the time or the frame into the show (based on the received synchronization data)). 

8. Although Lord teaches at least two media storage mediums, each of said storage 
mediums at least containing a substantially identical copy of a particular media selection 
([0007]) (memories of PVRs containing common program); and at least two media players 
structured to selectively deliver said media selection to a user from a corresponding one of said 
storage mediums ([0007])(PVRs delivers the media to users from the memories), however, Lord 
does not teach that the media storage medium is portable storage medium. Holm teaches 
portable storage medium ([0052] and [0053]) (i.e., PVR includes portable storage medium). 

9. Lord and Holm do not specifically teach periodically poll. "Official Notice" is taken for 
the concept and advantage of periodically polling is known and accepted in the art. it would 
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have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made to include 
periodically polling because by doing so it would increase the alertness of their systems by 
allowing the device to repeatedly checked for synchronization data. 

10. As per claim 2, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 1 above. Lord further teaches wherein said control assembly of one of said 
media players defines said master control assembly ([0031]). 

11. As per claim 3, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teaches wherein at least two media players include a plurality of 
said media players (14-1 to 14-N, fig. 2) communicatively associated with at least said master 
control assembly ([0031]) via said connectivity assembly (18, fig. 2). 

12. As per claim 4, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 3 above. Lord further teaches wherein said control assemblies of a plurality of said media 
players may selectively define said master control assembly (col. 10, lines 47-49). 

13. As per claim 5, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 3 above. Lord further teaches wherein only one of said control assemblies of said plurality 
of media players may define said master control assembly at one time ([003 1]) (one user of a 
PVR as Master) 
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14. As per claim 6, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teaches including a plurality of said media players designated as 
slave units ([0031]) (one of 14-1 to 14-N as Master and the other of 14-1 to 14-N as slaves). 



15. As per claim 7, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 6 above. Lord further teaches wherein said master control assembly is structured to 
provide selective control authority over all of said slave units to a select one of said slave units 
([0031]). 



16. As per claim 8, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teaches wherein said storage mediums include digital storage 
mediums ([0007]) (memory of PVR). 



17. As per claim 9, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 8 above. Lord further teach wherein said digital storage mediums include any digital 
storage medium containing standard playback encoding ([0023]) (since the recorded program in 
the memory of a PVR can be playback on a display, the memory must have standard playback 
encoding). 



18. As per claim 10, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teach including a plurality of said media players designated as slave 
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units and each of said media players including said storage mediums with said media selection 
([0023]). 



19. As per claim 11, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teach wherein said connectivity assembly includes a computerized 
network connection ([0023]). 



20. As per claim 12, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teach wherein each of said media players includes said connectivity 
assembly structured to establish a communicative link with a computerized network ([0020]; fig. 
2) (each PVRs in fig. 2 includes interface to connect to the Internet). 



21 . As per claim 34, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord further teaches wherein said synchronization data includes a location 
designator associated said media selection ([0031]). 



22. As per claim 35, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 34 above. Lord further teaches wherein said location designator includes a time code of 
said media selection ([0031]). 
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23. As per claim 36, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 34 above. Lord further teaches wherein said location designator includes a track number 
of said media selection ([0031]). 

24. Claims 13-18, 29-30, 44-45 and 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" in view of Bruck et al, U.S. Patent 
7,143,428 (hereinafter Bruck). 

25. Bruck was cited in the previous office action. 

26. As per claim 13, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially in 
claim 1 above. Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" do not teach messaging assemble to permit 
selective messaging communication to users of said media players while said media selection is 
being delivered to said users. Bruck teaches comprising a messaging assembly operatively 
associated with each of said media players, said messaging assembly structured to permit 
selective messaging communication to users of said media players while said media selection is 
being delivered to said users (col. 7, lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36-40). 

27. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck because Bruck' s teaching of 
messaging assembly would enhance the communication mechanism in their systems by allowing 
participates to simultaneously view a video program and participate in text communications. 
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28. As per claim 14, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Lord and Bruck teach wherein said messaging 
assembly is structured to facilitate said selective messaging communication initiated by an 
operator (see Bruck, col. 7, lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36-40, messaging initiated by users) of said 
master control assembly (see Lord, [0031], one of the users is configured to be master). 

29. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck for the same reason set forth 
in claim 13 above. 

30. As per claim 15, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teach wherein said messaging 
assembly is structured to facilitate said selective messaging communication initiated by said 
users of said media players (col. 7, lines 35-40). 

31. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck for the same reason set forth 
in claim 13 above. 

32. As per claim 16, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teach wherein said messaging 
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assembly includes a messaging interface operatively associated therewith and structured to 
receive a message for communication to at least one of said media players (col. 7, lines 35-43). 

33. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck for the same reason set forth 
in claim 13 above. 

34. As per claim 17, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 16 above. Bruck further teach wherein each of said media 
players includes said messaging interface (col. 7, lines 35-40) (each client includes messaging 
interface). 

35. As per claim 18, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teaches wherein said messaging 
assembly is structured to permit selective communication of a message to at least a select one of 
said media players (col. 7, lines 35-40). 

36. As per claim 29, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Bruck further teaches wherein said messaging 
assembly includes a text messaging assembly structured to communicate a message visibly 
utilizing a monitor associated with said delivery of said media selection (col. 7, lines 35-43; fig. 
6; 84, fig. 3). 
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37. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck for the same reason set forth 
in claim 13 above. 

38. As per claim 30, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Lord further teaches wherein said messaging 
assembly includes an audio messaging assembly structured to communicate a message audibly 
utilizing an audio system associated with each of said media player ([0032]). 

39. As per claim 44, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 and 13 above. 

40. As per claim 45, Lord, Holm, Official Notice and Bruck teach the invention substantially 
as claimed in claim 44 above. Lord further teach wherein each of the at least two removable 
media storage mediums is a conventional optical storage medium ([0042]). 

41 . As per claim 47, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 29 above. 

42. As per claim 48, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 30 above. 
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43. Claims 28 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Holm and "Official Notice" in view of Pantoja, U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2003/01 15598 (hereinafter Pantoja). 

44. Pantoja was cited in the previous office action. 

45. As per claims 28 and 32, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 1 above. Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" do not teach a 
communication shell. Pantoja teaches a communication shell structured to deliver promotional 
materials to said user in association with said media selection ([0060]). 

46. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Pantoja because Pantoja's teaching 
of communication shell would increase the functionality of their systems by providing a means 
for communication with the users while media selection is being playback. 

47. Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Holm and 
"Official Notice" in view of Reed, U.S. Patent Application Publication 20080270570 (hereinafter 
Reed). 

48. As per claim 43, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 1 above. Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" do not teach verifying that each 
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media selection is an authorized copy. Reed teaches a central authority structured to receive an 
identifier for said media selection on each of said portable storage mediums form each of said 
media players and to verify that each media selection is an authorized copy based on the received 
identifier, wherein upon verification, each of said media players having an authorized media 
selection is enabled to participate in said system ([0068], [0083], [0087], [0089]). 

49. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, Official Notice and Reed because Reed's teaching of 
verifying that each media selection is an authorized copy would increase the security of their 
systems by preventing unauthorized copy of media content to access their system. 

50. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Holm and 
"Official Notice" in view of Fasciano et al, U.S. Patent 5,467,288 (hereinafter Fasciano). 

5 1 . Fasciano was cited in the previous office action. 

52. As per claim 33, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 1 above. Although Lord teaches synchronization data includes an indication of 
the program being watched, however, Lord, Holm and "Official Notice" do not specifically teach 
a title of said media selection. Fasciano teaches wherein said synchronization data includes a 
title of said media selection (fig. 5; col. 7, lines 45-54) (name of the clip). 
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53. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Fasciano because Fasciano's 
teaching of synchronization data would increase the alertness of their systems by providing 
additional information to indicate the playback of a media is in synchronization. 

54. Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck in view of Pantoja. 

55. As per claim 19, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck do not 
teach a communication shell. Pantoja teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes a 
communication shell (101 comprising windows 104, 105, 106, fig. 7) associated with a delivery 
of a message to said user of each of said media player ([0057]) (windows associated with a 
delivery of text to user of media player). 

56. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja because Pantoja's 
teaching of communication shell would increase the functionality of their systems by providing a 
means for communication between users while media selection is being playback. 

57. As per claim 20, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 19 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
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shell is structured to deliver promotional materials to said user in association with said message 
([0060]). 

58. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja for the same reason 
as set forth in claim 19 above. 

59. As per claim 21, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 20 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
shell includes a messaging display structured to be displayed on a monitor associated with each 
of said media player ([0057]), said messaging display including said promotional materials 
([0060]) (e.g., advertisements) and said message ([0057]) (e.g., text). 

60. As per claim 22, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 19 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said communication 
shell includes at least one interactive link (URL/hyperlink 96), said messaging assembly 
including a messaging interface structured to permit selective activation of said interactive link 
by said user ([0056], [0057]). 

61 . It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja for the same reason 
as set forth in claim 19 above. 
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62. As per claim 23, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 22 above. Pantoja further teach wherein said interactive link is 
structured to initiate delivery of additional materials to said user when activated ([0056]) 
(content retrieved from a hyperlink). 

63. As per claim 24, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 22 above. Pantoja further teach comprising a master processor 
assembly ([0038])(CPU) communicatively associated with said media players and structured to 
receive activation information associated with user activation of said interactive link from said 
messaging assembly of a particular media player ([0056]). 

64. Claims 3 1 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck in view of Zenith, U.S. Patent 6,5 19,771 (hereinafter Zenith). 

65. Zenith was cited in the previous office action. 

66. As per claim 3 1 , Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 13 above. Although Bruck teaches wherein said messaging 
assembly includes a messaging assembly structured to communicate a message visibly utilizing a 
monitor associated with said delivery of said media selection (col. 7, lines 35-40; col. 2, lines 36- 
40), however Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck do not teach video messaging assembly. 
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Zenith teaches wherein said messaging assembly includes a video messaging assembly 
structured to communicate a message visibly utilizing a monitor associated with said delivery of 
said media selection (col. 7, lines 4-6, 18-28). 

67. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Zenith because Zenith's 
teaching of video messaging assembly would improve the communication in their systems by 
allowing users to utilize different type of communication instead of text communication. 

68. As per claim 49, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 3 1 above. 

69. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, Holm, 
"Official Notice" and Bruck in view of Reed. 

70. As per claim 46, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 45 above. Lord, Holm, "Official Notice" and Bruck do not 
teach verifying that each media selection is an authorized copy. Reed teaches a central authority 
structured to receive an identifier for said media selection on each of said portable storage 
mediums form each of said media players and to verify that each media selection is an authorized 
copy based on the received identifier, wherein upon verification, each of said media players 
having an authorized media selection is enabled to participate in said system ([0068], [0083], 
[0087], [0089]). 
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71 . It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, Official Notice, Bruck and Reed because Reed's teaching 
of verifying that each media selection is an authorized copy would increase the security of their 
systems by preventing unauthorized copy of media content to access their system. 

72. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord, 
Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja in view of Du Val et al, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0016820 (hereinafter Du Val). 

73. Du Val was cited in the previous office action. 

74. As per claim 25, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 24 above. Although Pantoja teaches including a plurality of 
said interactive links (URLs, 96, fig. 6), however, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and 
Pantoja do not teach said interactive links representing a user response to a query. Du Val 
teaches including a plurality of interactive links, each of said interactive links representing a user 
response to a query ([0025] and [0030]) (interactive data (list of hyperlinks, fig. 3) is response to 
a request for current live data from client computers). 

75. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val because Du 
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Val's teaching of interactive links would enhance the communication of their systems by 
providing a means for retrieving additional related contents via the utilization of pointers. 

76. As per claim 26, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja teach the invention 
substantially as claimed in claim 24 above. Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck and Pantoja do 
not teach receiving and processing activation information from a plurality of said media players. 
Du Val teaches including a master processor assembly (server 108) is structured to receive and 
process said activation information from a plurality of said media players ([0044])(server 108 
receive and process event selection from client computers). 

77. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val because Du 
Val's teaching of receive and process activation information would enhance the communication 
of their systems by providing a means for retrieving additional related contents via the utilization 
of pointers. 

78. As per claim 27, Lord, Holm, "Official Notice", Bruck, Pantoja and Du Val teach the 
invention substantially as claimed in claim 26 above. Pantoja and Du Val further teach wherein 
said master processor assembly is responsive to said activation assembly from said plurality of 
media players (see Du Val, [0044]) and is structured to communication instructions to said 
master control assembly in connection therewith (see Pantoja, [0038], [0056]). 
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79. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 and 43-49, filed 12/17/08 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

80. In the remarks, applicant argued that: 

(1) Lord fail to teach said master control assembly structured to 
receive synchronization data of said media selection from each of said 
media players at commencement of delivery of said media selection, said 
synchronization data including a title and location designator associated 
with said media selection. 

(2) Lords fails to teach said master control assemble structured to 
periodically poll each of said media players to receive further 
synchronization data and to simultaneously and uniformly control said 
delivery of said media selection by said media players based on said 
received synchronization data. 

(3) The references of record fail to teach the newly submitted claim 
43. 

81. In response to point (1), Lord teaches the users must select a common program to watch. 
Once the start signal is transmitted to each of the users, the users will begin to watch 
synchronized programming ([0046]). Lord further teach the personal video recorder that 
initiated the synchronized viewing may send out a status message after every command is sent 
and received ([003 1]). The status message include the program being watched (i.e., title) and the 
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time or frame into the program (i.e., location designator) ([0031]). This means after receiving 
the start signal command (at the commencement of delivery of said media selection), users will 
receive status message (synchronization data). 

82. In response to point (2), applicant argument is moot in view of new ground of rejection. 

83. In response to point (3), applicant argument is moot in view of new ground of rejection. 

84. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Philip C Lee whose telephone number is (571)272-3967. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM TO 5:30 PM Monday to Thursday and every 
other Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571) 272-6703. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Philip C Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



